354                                                        LETTER TO COURT
175.    We have ordered Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted to act as Surveyor of
the Company's works agreable to your commands, but in order to avoid any
cause of disgust or contest with our Engineer we have directed him not to inter-
fere in any shape with the fortification of the settlement or the new works now
erecting under the inspection of Captain Brohier, as it is our opinion it could
not be your intention that the post of Surveyor should extend to those works
unless in a manner subordinate to the Engineer.
176.    We are of opinion your orders respecting the business of the several
offices being carried on by black soldiers in place of buxerrys, pykes and peons
cannot in the whole be carried into execution.   Seapoys may very well supply
the place of buxerrys and pykes, whether as guards or centinels, but the current
business of each office will require a certain number of peons to carry it on
properly.
177.    The orders and regulations concerning the mint shall be complied
with as they stand in the letter of the 3rd March without any variation.   We
shall likewise make the contractor give the strongest obligation with a penalty
annexed that he shall not debase the coin and that he likewise sends some of
the coinage (through the Board) monthly to the mint of Muxadavad to be
essayed there,
178.    Your Honours' commands relative to the dustucks and the marine
shall be carried into execution without variation.
179.    A due regard shall be paid by us to your orders and recommendation
for economy and frugality, and we shall as much as lays in our power enforce
the same by our example and authority to the junior servants.   The writers
were sent for and the several paragraphs in your commands relative to them
were read by the Secretary to them all in our presence.   Those orders were
seconded by a strenuous recommendation to them from the Board to observe
and follow the direction of our hon'ble masters, and the consequences of dis-
obedience set before them in the strongest terms.   We shall exact a compliance
with the orders for laying down chaises and horses but have been obliged to
indulge them with the use of a palanquin in the hot months and rains on
account of the distance of some of their houses from the offices they belong to.
When the citadel is finished and apartments for the servants are built conti-
guous to the publick offices there will be no occasion for the expence of a
palanquin and we shall then oblige them to lay it aside.
180.    We shall pay the writers upon our establishment 400 rupees per
annum in future agreable to your directions, but there being no apartments
built for them as yet, we have thought proper to continue the allowance of
house rent to them till places are made for their habitation in the new fort.
181.   The expences of this Presidency were under our consideration when
the Warren and London arrived; the business which has since intervened
prevented our progress in that work which we purpose to resume as soon as
we have leisure.
182.    Your Honours in the letter of the 23rd March having left the appoint-
ment of posts at the Board entirely to us, we have filled them up in the fol-
lowing manner:
Charles Manningham Esqr.. Chief at